THE MINISTER OF FOREGIN AFFAIRS
On the Republic of Poland’s Foreign Policy for 2008

Mr. Speaker,
Members of the Parliament!
Honored guests, your Excellencies and membersedDihlomatic Corps!

For the last 18 years, the Republic’s ministerfocgign affairs have stood before this
High Chamber in order to present their policy dianthe next year. This honorable duty
has now fallen to me. As this is the fiestposéof a minister of foreign affairs of the

Civic Platform and Polish People’s Party governmenish to sketch a more panoramic
picture of Polish foreign policy for the coming yealt is for this reason that | beg your
forgiveness for this debate taking place somewdtat than tradition would demand. The
reasons for this, after all, were beyond my control

Foreign policy—the daily cooperation and confroiotas between states and nations, as
well as the intertwining of their goals and intésesis like a mirror in which we can
examine ourselves. In it become evident grandepetimess, prestige or obscurity,
development or downfall. The change in these refles over time shows us where we
have come from, who we are and what we should @odar to strengthen the Republic.

| say this, conscious of the fact that this yearsivall celebrate the 8Ganniversary of
our regained independence; an anniversary of the when Jozef Pitsudski sent out
telegrams letting the world know of the rebirthtloé Polish state. Telegrams, thanks to
which, after nearly a century and a half statesre&rned to Poland from abroad.

Neither by diplomacy, nor by arms, were we abldgfend our independence. Despite
great achievements, the*2dnniversary of the Republic’s rebirth was nevéelmeated,
for Poland no longer existed on the political m&gorope.

Esteemed Members of Parliament:

Just as with that anniversary, next year’'s celemaif the two decades that have passed
since we threw off the communist yoke prompts hiséb reflection. Especially
contemplation ofvhat constituted the strength, and weakness, of theolish state.

Let us remember that twenty years ago, in 198&rRbleven though international law
recognized state, was neither a sovereign, democnat a modern. Our Polish-ness and
European-ness was limited to mockery, conspirdtouttivation of the traditions of

liberty, to enduring faith and loyalty to the Chlny@and to protests in times of desperation
and hope.

This manner of affirming our Polish-ness and Euaspeess informs our self-image to
this day. After nearly three centuries of countleagedies, it is hard to believe that we
have finally reached a friendly port.



Honoring all of this—all that is heroic and greatie struggles of freedom-fighters of
past, and present, generations, let us not yietldedemptation of holding on to past
wrongs and persisting in suspicion.

We live in a free, sovereign and democratic Pol&d.are members of the European
Union and NATO, which ties Europe to the Unitedt&aAll of us, therefore, have
reason to feel satisfied and secure.

Patriotism should not devolve into a cult of victores and tragedies; we have plenty
of other claims to praise.

Acknowledging the “underground state” of multipleliBh insurrections and uprisings,
let us respect the “grounded state”—with the neargsmodern infrastructure, productive
economy, efficient administration and strong mijtePragmatic calculation is more
friendly to the democratic spirit than revolutiopdervor. Conscious of the problems we
have yet to solve, let us be guided by a visiomotlernity that depends more on self-
esteem and openness than on suspicion and clasisglees off from the world.

Dear colleagues,

The breakthroughs of 1989 shaped our history inswagniniscent of the civilizational
leap taken by Poland under the Piast dynasty, @wstmal years ago. It was then that
Poland accepted ancient traditions and a Chrigliamtity. Relations with the Czechs and
Hungarians, as well as treaties with the Germagrswdf the Holy Roman Empire, lead
Poland onto the political stage of the Roman world.

Conciliation with the Germans, cooperation with Yisegrad countries, and especially
Polish membership in the institutions of the Wesigorld are evidence that the Piast
spirit once again animates our identity—both Poied European.

That which the Piast’s lacked several centuries-aigtegration with the main current of
European civilization—we have accomplished todathenblink of an eye. No one gave
this to us. We alone—though with the help of oierfds—achieved this. Having done
so, Poland, just as 600 years ago, has becoméatidasd and model of transformation
for our Eastern neighbors, in particular for thedked nation of Ukraine. Then, in the
Jagellonian era, the Republic spread examplesldénriberty and tolerance, become the
cohesive force that over subsequent centuriestkgpther the multiethnic mosaic of
elites in our region. It is for this reason that bedieve that the mandate of the Lublin
Union will be fulfilled only when our Eastern Euregn brothers find themselves within
the European Union. This is not an old-new messimnbut a practical observation that
strengthening liberty and democracy in our regiso gerves the interests of our
Republic.

Poland will be a normal European state when it wilhave normal European
neighbors, on either side of its borders.



The style of diplomacy depends, in large measuranitial assumptions. Ideologues
eagerly avail themselves of concepts—often arliyrdefined—such as “national
interest” or “raison d’état.” How many times, ircesmt memory, have we heard of
“national interests” in regard to our Western amgtE€rn neighbors? Anyone who defined
them differently was either ignorant or a traitor.

It might be worthwhile, therefore, to consider azocingdefinition of the “national
interest” for contemporary Poland. We can all agree, | ara,gbat the most important
thing of all is that our nation retains a senseasftrol over its own fate. It does not
suffice to be free—we must be competitive. Andvge,must grow stronger. Growing
stronger means rising to the level of developméwiuo partners in the European Union.
Poland’s membership in the European Union inspgoexhieve a civilizational leap.
Such civilizational development is in our nationalnterest.

Thus, our Polish national interest is not conttarffuropean integration. Quite the
opposite. Peaceful European integration is in oumédiate national interest. We are not
afraid of this process; we do not threaten oup¥eltitizens with the rise of a European
super-state, invoking an imaginary servitude tes#hbigger and stronger than us. This is
neither the history nor the intent of Europeangra¢ion. We are not the only ones to
reject servitude; no European nation would acdept i

The European Union is not a threatening “Other;” weare Europe and the Union.

The consequences of this misunderstanding werefessations of “hard diplomacy,”
which shocked our EU partners, just as Don Quisatetsade against windmills shocked
the people of the Renaissance.

In today’s Europe, extravagant rhetoric is simpymterproductive. Our place in the
European family, and in the world, will not be skdjby passive-aggressive words. That
place will be defined by the health of our demoygralee level of our economic
development and innovation, the competency andieffcy of our national and local
administrations, a dependable judicial system,peddent media, an active civil society,
and the ability to cooperate with partners bothahe and abroad. In one word: an
awareness of shared goals, professionalism, aadteness.

We need to comprehend Western integration sottleaniserve the ends which Poland
desire. Which ones? Strengthening our positiohénnion. This is conditioned on our
influence on the actions of our European partrierequires understanding and
identifying with the EU community. In the Europednion, there is nothing to be won

by going it alone, but much to be lostNaturally, we expect others to share this attitude
This organic interdependency between the natiomdklae European good was
understood already by the conservative and Chmigteanocratic founding fathers of
Western integration. This view was shared by Euromocial-democrats. They all
worked towards European unification for over 50rgea



In Poland, on the other hand, we are only now begto grasp these truths. Soviet-
style integration, which meant hegemony and intetiee in the spirit of the Stalin-
Brezhnev doctrine, did not give rise to such uaificy attitudes. Quite to the contrary, it
forced satellite states to close themselves offpash as they could, in order to protect
the fundamental national substance, which was asimgly one-dimensional because it
was devoid of creative inspiration from without amasting away from anachronism and
autarchy.

That is why the affirmation of European values—whserve as the foundation of
solidarity, as the source of compromise and codjoera-is so important to us. More
than 80% of our fellow countrymen support Polisimtbership in the European Union
because they know that it is we who benefit froia solidarity.

| believe that understanding the developmental si@étbday’s European Union is a
challenge not only for the inhabitants of the coatit on this side of Laba and Litawa.
Just as nothing relieves us of the obligation tdenstand the Union, so too we expect
from our more tenured partners not only knowledigduat openness to the specific stage
of development in which our society and economg firemselves. Europe will not unite
in spirit until our Western neighbors go to theutste of understanding, really
understanding, thatur fight for freedom in the latter half of the 20" century is as

much as European experience as their prosperity ithat same period.

We expect this especially because recent yearsdieoxen that the enlargement of the
Union has neither lowered its decisiveness norctdteits competitiveness. Quite to the
contrary, the new members of the EU are now amoa@vant-garde of dynamic
development and societies full of hope in the faitoir the Union.

Members of Parliament!

Our primary national interest is the need for aligiational leap, which requires a
friendly and secure international environment.ha longer term, it is the rise of our
nation to the first ranks of European states. $trstegic goal will be served be the
realization of five priorities.

First: Poland strong through the solidarity of the Europea Union.

The European Union is a unique phenomenon in iatemmal cooperation. The Union is
neither a “super-state” nor a regular internatiarghnization. Fundamental to the Union
is the equality of various spheres of functionimgking of the Union a space of self-
willed limitations and creative compromises, reathethe name of achieving new
developmental goals. It is important that the reatfrthe Union has reoriented us, just as
it has other member states, away from nationalsagaind towards the common good
and altruism, towards shared conditions and chgdienshared chances and threats,
shared interests and benefits.



Primary importance, therefore, must be given tergjthening and making more effective
the legal and institutional foundations of the Eagan Union. Let us hope, that once the
Sejm and Senate decide that Poland should joigrting of nations that have ratified the
Lisbon Accord, President Lech Kaczynski's signatuiltmake that decision a reality.

The Union stands before an important budget debadealting from an analysis of the
Union’s budget for the years 2007 — 2013 as welt@s the need to work out a new,
long-term financial perspective for the next 7 gedre truth is that drafting a budget
comes down to the art of equally dividing disent¢hsents and disappointments. This
cannot, however, be a moment in which new challemgel obligations multiply. After
ratifying the Lisbon Accord the reform of EU agticwal and social policy will also
become a challenge. We will not agree to theirsi@nto the budgets of member states.
We do, however, support the realization of the arsStrategy. We decidedly support
maintaining the Union budget at a level exceeditgaf the GDP of the entire European
Union. We do this conscious that there will contere when a modern and affluent
Poland will become a provider of funds for the Budiget and will be able to help others.
We shall endeavor that changes to the mechanisfiéorcing education and technology
in Poland will lead to great harmonization with tieeearch and innovation policies of
the European Union. Introducing the common curreritye Euro—in Poland remains a
long-term goal. We will set a date for entering Eneo zone, taking into consideration
the developments of our economy as well as sosiegddiness for such change.

The Lisbon Accord created opportunities for streeging the Common Foreign and
Security Policy. Poland has good reasons for baikgy actor on this stage. Greater
integration should procede hand-in-hand with anm-gveater role for the Union in its
own neighborhood and on a global scale. We areeraed that the European
Neighborhood Policy is properly shaped, especaslyt applies to the East. This is a
result not only of Poland’s geographical locationtbbe Eastern boundaries of the EU,
but also from our consciousness that East of otddye lieEuropean neighbors while
to the South—in North Africa and the Middle EasteHeighbors of Europe This is a
fundamental distinction.

Nonetheless we value the efforts of those memiddreed=uropean Union who, through
the Southern European Neighborhood Policy, wigbritag about peaceful development,
stability and prosperity in all Middle Eastern s&@atThe world will be safer when peace
reigns in the Middle East and proper conditionseafor the development of millions of
young people in their own countries.

Poland should continue to specialize in shapingmomforeign policy towards the East.
Especially due to our geographical situation, mistd experiences, cultural ties to the
East, and our competency, we not only feel prededtio such an Eastern specialization,
but are encouraged to take it up by our partnetisdarinion.

We aim to do so with our closest partners, with mhwe shared a common fate in the
past: with the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungaith Estonia, Lithuania and
Latvia; and also with Romania and Bulgaria. Additily, a special partnership presents



itself in the form of our relations with Sweden.€eTheighborhood policy towards the East
should serve to raise the social and politicaldaatis of our neighbors to Union levels.
As a result, this neighborhood policy will fulfiheir individual agreements for
partnership and cooperation with the Union, whigl eveate a European perspective for
the most advanced countries.

Precisely such a moment has arisen in the casee @greement between the Union and
Ukraine. Ukraine is an ever more trustworthy caatidor membership in Western
institutions. We encourage our partners and alieseatively combine incentives for
reform with evidence of transformations alreadyrtglplace. We assure our Ukrainian
friends that it is their readiness to act that @wédtide about Ukraine’s membership in the
institutions of the Western world.

The accession of Ukraine will confirm the strengthof the European model of
civilization.

At the same time, the deadline draws nearer fomgenting negotiations between the
European Union and Russia about a new AgreemeRadnership and Cooperation.
Polish stipulations regarding the elimination oftergoes on export of animal and plant
products as well as the consent of the Europeam@ssion to take up negotiations with
Russia regarding questions of energy solidarityehzeen met.

Let us consider, however, the lessons learned fhencurrent crisis in the negotiations.
For the European Union they are indisputable—onmlgeaking in one, deliberate and
purposive voice, when it comes to controversialtenat has any effect. The signal sent at
the EU — Russian summit in Samara was understostoWwed that the consolidation of
the Union is important not only for the Union ifsddut that it results in a more
constructive policy on the part of Russia.

The message being sent to Russia amounts to shawtivag the European Union, and
the Western world in general, wants wide-rangingpawation. It wants cooperation, but
without one-sided reservations. We, as Poles asisther members of the European
Union, believe that the trust of all parties tolseooperation would flourish if it were
based on common values. However Russia persidtstaibwn system of values, rooted
in its own traditions and cultural codes, in theam&hile EU — Russian cooperation
based on mutually agreed to “rules of the game trauBice. Evidence of this attitude is
Prime Minister Donald Tusk’s statement—made inrdadist spirit—that rather than
ineffective implacability,'we will cooperate with Russia, such as she isPolish —
Russian mechanisms for cooperation and dialogwh, as1the Committee for Strategic
Cooperation, the Forum for Civic Dialogue, and @reup for Difficult Issues, are ready,
at least on the Polish side, to fulfill their m@si Let us give them a chance to do so.

| wish to turn to our Belorussian neighbors andugsghem that Belarus can count on
Polish support as long as it respects human rigfespolitical rights of the opposition,
dialogue, compromise, and openness towards Euvdeeavill be ready, just like the rest
of the European Union, to aid in Belarus’ developmehis is a stipulation and interest



of Belorussian supporters of independence and dexxypcas well as of the Belorussian
minority in this country.

A priority will be the efficient enactment of Sclgam regulations. Protection of Union
borders cannot lead to the creation of new barrideswant such regulation of individual
travel as to not create unnecessary limitationafovals to Poland. We would say to
those that consider us to be Rusophobes that wilwke citizens of the Russian
Federation, just as those of Ukraine or BelarusidelMa or Georgia, to have the easiest
possible access to the European Union, that thgitrfieely sojourn in the EU as
tourists, students, and entrepreneurs.

At the same time, we are concerned by the risingioas in Georgia and the attempts to
violate its territorial integrity. We direct towag@ur Georgian friends expressions of
solidarity and assurances that their security, @lsag Euro-Atlantic integration are close
to Poland’s heart.

Members of Parliament!

A common European foreign policy, in order to bieefve on any dimension of
importance to the Union—Dbe it in regards to Chind the whole of Asia, to the
Mediterranean world and the Middle East, or toh@&merica and Africa—requires
intra-Union consolidation. Large member states, ragrtbem Poland, have an important
role to play in this process.

A coalition of member states, especially alongaegl or sub-regional lines, can also
influence such consolidation. We turn our attentere to the need to strengthen
cooperation with our partners from the VisegraduproNe have in mind the possibility
and necessity of fortifying relations with LithuaniLatvia and Estonia, especially in
regards to energy security. We are faced with thatgask of increasing cooperation
among the Baltic States. The Baltic has becomataa-Union and Russian sea. Our
friends in Sweden take such cooperation quite sshyo

Crucial to creating a common foreign policy for theropean Union will be the attitude
of our Weimar partners—Germany and France.

Some have not yet understood tBarmany, today, is our ally. It is true that Germany

is a country that, after reunification, is undergpa process of redefining its own
historical, political and cultural identity. Thisqress, however, is taking place within a
wholly democratic and European framework. Let usember that in 1990—the year of
German reunification—Chancellor Helmut Kohl sai@ermany is our fatherland, but
Europe is our future.” We would adidr us this is a common future and common
European interest In terms of the depth and constancy of the deatmcand European
choices, today’s Germany—in contrast with its @astons—has made an unprecedented
choice. Our Western neighbor is trusted by Eurom@ahAmerican allies. Poland also
hopes for dialogue and the possibility of closepsration with Germany, which would



allow us to overcome our historical differencége cannot, and should not, forgetThe
great achievement of Polish bishops in 1965 rematast.

Nonetheless, in addition to political-historicalégration, Poland expects from Germany
strategic dialogue, modeled on German — Frenchioeta We count on the realization of
extant treaties and agreements. We are geareddswaoperation on issues important
for both our countries and for the whole of the &@miThe Eastern dimension of common
European policy, which for many historical and @mnporary reasons draws the attention
of both Poland and Germany, presents the best typiyrfor such cooperation.

France also remains an important partner for usshiPe French friendship remains as
fundamental and self-evident to many Poles asribat gictories of Napoleon. Today we
are pleased by the appreciation of France’s Ataatimuth, as well as by Paris’ greater
involvement in the East.

The abovementioned signals coming from Germanyraadce bode well for dynamic
cooperation in the Weimar Triangle. We see grgatssibilities for cooperation—not
only to the East—with our Visegrad, Baltic, and tiomeighbors as well as with Great
Britain, the Netherlands and Union’s Mediterraneaunntries. We support peaceful
transformation in and integration of the Balkans.

We are trying, together with our partners, to disdbe direction that the rise of new
powers on the world stage might take, especially ¢ China. We support the
cooperation of the Union and NATO with non-Europdamocracies, especially Japan
and India. We are aware of global threats andmvatlwaver in taking the appropriate
actions to thwart them. Our geopolitical compagsoisonly the East — West axis. We
feel ourselves evermore—precisely in the spirgafdarity—responsible for a
globalized world, including the North — South axis.

It is impossible, however, to take on such respmlises without guaranteeing the
appropriate position for our representatives initiséitutional hierarchy. “Nothing is
lasting without institutions,” the co-creator obtEuropean Monetary Union, Jean
Monnet, used to say, “but nothing is possible withmeople.” Still relatively few Polish
experts and politicians hold responsible positwithin the Union. Given the formation
of a European Foreign Service and the plannediPleelership of the Union in the
second half of 2011, we will strive to open the dimo Poles to assume leadership posts
within the Union.

Honorable Members!

Our second priority is the strengthening of Polarndle in the global security system. It
is an accepted truth now that never before in motetory has the threat of global
conflict been so small, and yet that of local cab#o high. What's more, never before
has there been such danger of the use of weapanassf destruction in such a conflict.
The question remains therefore: how should NAT® stnongest military alliance in the



world, which for decades successfully countered3traet military monster, react to
such untraditional threats now that the Soviet dngono more?

The uniqueness and asymmetry of current threatghich the unlikely response of a
military counterattack or the impossible formulaefenge, give rise to frustration and
doubt about whether in such conditions the respohser allies is trustworthy. In some
countries questions are asked about the needlifamads or military forces. These are
superficial dilemmas, only for those who, due foraunate geographical position,
believe they inhabit a postmodern paradise, whenea conflict is simplypasse We, as
a country on the borders of the Alliance, must nexiper about the saying thexery
country has an army—its own or foreign Many times we have been persuaded that
having one’s own is by far the better solution...

The North Atlantic Alliance retains two essentibhtacteristics. Politically, it remains a
crucial institutional link between two branches/@éstern civilization: North American
and European. Militarily, it still guarantees tHkeal countries adequate protection from
a multitude of threats.

Honorable Members!

Poland aims to remain an initiating actor in NATWe believe that the time has come
for NATO to create a new strategy. Its integraheat should be a vision for enlarging
the Alliance, the harbinger of which would be aldestion—satisfactory to us—that
Ukraine and Georgia are potential candidates fanbership. We support this
modernization of NATO and its adaptation to conterapy threats and are will be
engaged in the Alliance’s military activities, inding expeditionary and stabilization
operations, such as those in Afghanistan.

Our engagement in Alliance actions brings withoists and risks, but also benefits.
Engagement is a confirmation of Poland’s trustwiaghs as an ally. Additionally,
veterans of stabilization operations, especialliyaq and Afghanistan, now constitute
the core of the Polish armed forces.

In return, we expect from our allies and from NAT@gintaining a balance between
actions undertaken beyond the territory of the fyraad the ability of the Alliance to
defend its own borders. We expect, also, that Rlohkih become home to certain
elements of the Alliance’s infrastructure and railjt installations. We would like for
Polish officers, to a greater extent than has beemrcase, to be chosen to highest posts in
the Alliance’s leadership and included in stratgganning and operations, especially in
the case of operations in which Polish soldiers {adat.

Honorable Members!

When it comes to security we must also turn owrdithn to the strategic partnership that
binds us with the United States. This partnerskgeeds political dialogue and military



cooperation. Waiving the visa requirement for Rotigizens traveling to the US would
be both a symbolic and practical fulfilment ofglpartnership.

The most important issue, however, is something ¢lam convinced that Americans are
aware of Poland’s trustworthiness as an ally, otctvlwe have given proof more than
once and continue to do so. They know, also, thshave noticed the United States’
readiness to undertake risk and sacrifice in tmeenaf liberty and democracy across the
world. This mutual respect and sympathy should becooncrete. For this reason,
accepting with good will American arguments regagdihe anti-missile shield, we
expect that in keeping with President George Bustagement after meeting with Prime
Minister Tusk on March 1) the US willplay a more active role in the modernization
of the Polish armed forcesThis, and not the question of visas, is the rimpbrtant
guestion in our relations. It will also be a tes¢atto our continued partnership and an
indication of the intentions of our friend.

Members of Parliament!

We are convinced that the European Union shoulultalee an active part in
guaranteeing security as well as returning—nby arjitmeans as well—peace and
stability regionally and beyond Europe. Such engsage by the Union should
complement, rather than duplicating, NATO effovi#e do not want to choosege want

to have two complementary insurance policiesIn the context of the European
Security and Defense Policy we will concentratesnoh issues as crisis reaction,
humanitarian assistance, training and the Europedense Agency. We will support the
development of the European Defense Force. Wetakil active part in the discussion
about revising the European Security Strategy.

Poland will continue to stand against the weakeningrms control measures and
disarmament agreements, as well as carrying oponsgbilities related to arms export
control and relevant sanctions. We are guided byhtipe that the Treaty for
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe will be ratfie

We will seek ways to overcome the OSCE crisis. d&mmands of the European Council
towards its members, in regards to respecting huigats and democracy, should be
strengthened. This organization should not serveake shocking compromises and
should not close its eyes on the brutal practiéesember states.

Esteemed Colleagues,

Especially important for us is energy security. Wieaergy becomes an instrument, or
even weapon, of international politics, it stopgigean economic issue and becomes a
matter of national security. This is not a dilemtinat can simply be solved be pressing
several free-market buttons labeled “liberalizatidoompetition,” etc. We consider the
mandate for a unified energy security policy camdiin the Lisbon Treaty, as a test of
Union values. We consider the following to be egdcimportant:
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- firstly : concrete Union regulations, resulting from theispf energy solidarity
and translated into the language of practical staidg] that no energy projects will
be financed by the Union if they will be found byyanember states to conflict
with their needs for energy security. We suppogaggr competition in the energy
market, especially the Third Energy Packet, wharles$ees the differentiation of
production and transportation licenses.

- secondly unified and decisive counteraction of the Union ather states,
against any pressure or blackmail from non-Uniogrgy providers. Contracts
with providers should contain solutions for elinting such practices.

- thirdly : the diversification of sources and routes fordbe&very of energy
resources to EU countries as well as the creafianetwork of connections and
warehouses allowing for the transportation of raaterials between member
countries, that—for outside reasons—are experigngishortage of energy
resources.

Poland will take part in fighting other non-milijathreats to security such as:
international organized crime, trafficking in ararsd narcotics, as well as in people, an
especially painful phenomenon occurring in Polasivall. We will take part in
international endeavors aimed at limiting the imfgaEcclimate change. The entire world
will turn to Poznan in December, where th& Uhited Nations Conference on Climate
Change will take place. Being concerned with gladealurity, we cannot overlook the
United Nations. For this reason we will support form, aimed at preparing it for new
challenges and needs. We support the creation—-eindhtext of reforming the UN—a
joint, EU representative to the Security Council.

Protecting human rights as well as the rule oféaa democracy have become a Polish
passion. The Office of Democratic Institutions &heman Rights of the OSCE is in
Warsaw. There, as well, will be created the sedegtaf the Community of
Democracies, which could play an important rolpriemoting democratic values
throughout the world.

We would like to make sure that such promotionerhdcracy is more closely tied to
development aid, addressed to countries close. fohis conviction results from the
belief that our particular experience in the c@atf democratic institutions and
economic transformation can be translated intccétfe support of similar processes in
other countries. A new Polish strategy of promotiegelopment for the years 2008 —
2015 assumes the inclusion of Poland in Globalneaship for the support of global
solidarity.

Mr. Speaker,
Honorable Members!

The third priority of our policy is to strengthen the image of Polanthe world. Since
the majority of foreigners leave Poland with a &eitnage than they arrived with, our
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“brand” must be worse than our reality. Our imagjaunfortunately, still weighed down
by negative stereotypes. We will decidedly oppaseaitempts to slander our country,
misrepresent or falsely distort Polish history.

Such defensive actions, however, are not enougtil take care that the Foreign
Ministry support policies aimed at fostering comnkmowledge about Poland and her
history, especially the most recent. In the conyiegr Poland will undertake actions to
memorialize and highlight the role of our countmthe transformations of 1989. It was
in Poland on the®lof September 1939, that the world order thatitaeshadow over
the whole globe for 5 decades began. And it endétbland as well, in 1989. We are
pleased by the creation in Gdansk of the Europe#ideBity Center, an act symbolizing
our effective fight for independence, democracyl Aaman rights.

We should talk about history. But foremost — | appeal - we should always higftlithe
contemporary aspects of what it means to be a Petais show that we are rightly proud
of our modern Polish state and nation, for nevefaie—allow me to paraphrase
Winston Churchill here—have so many Poles attagwethuch in so short a time. We are
becoming a modern, open society, at home amonigshtisutions and states of the West,
and engaging other peoples with trust. This idoée promotion of modern Poland. As
the success of the just inaugurated Polish Yelsrael demonstrates, promoting a
Poland open for debate about its own history, p@iuts many achievements, and
curious about the outside world, is met with a pesiresponse.

Honorable Members,

Promoting the image of a successful Poland, westriNe to promote Poland as a
country where one can invest safely, produce alhdrsely.

Our culture can not only attract, it can also faat. In the coming year we will begin
Polish Season in Great Britain. In 2010 we plami@anizing a global celebration of the
200" anniversary of the birth of Frederyk Chopin, whigit not need promotion but—
standing for prodigious re-interpretation of loPallish values and traditions into
universal ones—gives us yet another chance to pePwland in the furthest reaches of
the globe.

In 2011, our presidency of the European Union pridvide a unique occasion to
promote Poland in the world. For 6 months Polantibw the face of Europe.

The hallmark of modern Poland in Europe will be Bngopean Championship in
football, Euro 2012 which we are co-hosting with Ukraine. May thergpf the great
Kazimerz Gorski watch over us...

Members of Parliament!

A crucial element in Poland’s image abroad arefellmw countrymen scattered across
the world: representatives of old Polish expatraenmunity, settled for good in new

12



homelands, Poles from the most recent migratiams$ naembers of the Polish minority in
the countries to our East.

This is thefourth priority established by the government of Donald Tusk. cdacern
is thatPoland be strong through the achievements of our catrymen, and that they
be proud of Poland

A responsibility of the Polish Foreign Service adeguarding high quality consular
service and care to all Poles abroad. With thimimd we will increase the number of
consular offices in countries where there are tbstrRoles and where there is the
greatest need for such service. It is importanitstoas Prime Minister Tusk highlighted in
his exposé,that our countrymen—with new experiences, qualtfans, capital, and
openness to the world—return to Poland. But we aldb support those who want to
realize their aspirations and lives abroad. Theukhknow that they can always count
on us—especially in times of need. They shoulddye/iniced that their nearest consular
office is nothing more than a modern municipaladfiwhere they can take care of all
their Polish issues, that this office will be neitta fortress nor a humiliating bureaucracy.

Currently, due to the never before seen profeskmpéility of Poles, we will undertake,
together with the Ministry of National Educationredorm of the Polish educational
system abroad. It should serve to guarantee thgncation of Polish education to
children gaining experience in foreign educatisystems, as well as reintegration upon
their return. We will initiate changes in elector@fjulations to make it easier for Poles
living abroad to take a greater part in the coustpplitical life by voting via post or
internet. We want to guarantee that Poles, espeamaBelarus and Lithuania, are
accorded full minority rights. This goes as well Roles in Germany. A new, important
task of the consular service is the realizatioregllations for a “Polish Charter.”

Honorable Members!

The fifth priority that | submit to you is thate cannot conduct foreign policy
commensurate with our ambitions without a modern dplomatic corps.

This reform should not be understood as replacirggset of persons with another, with
the pseudo-program “regaining the Foreign Ministwith ideas of building Polish
diplomacy from scratch, with a revolutionary “zdraur.” A real program of change is
not served by trivial myths, and certainly not Bating people with disdain. The truth
about Polish diplomacy is complicated, just likey @nogram for reforming it.

Such a program must contain organizational andéi@h elements. Diplomacy should
not be a job, like all others, but service for aeduntry. First and foremost, it should be
a competent diplomacy. With deep understanding@htechanisms of the European
Union, which we will be leading in three years. Bot only that. We also require a much
broader knowledge than we currently possess datiguages and cultures of Russia and
China as well as the Arab world. There has beewar& done in this area in the last
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several years. Absolutely critical is the abilibyreact to crises, cooperate effectively
with foreign media and non-governmental organizegio

Such diplomacy requires many investments: firstlbin people, but also in
infrastructure and equipment, especially in thetradsanced communications
equipment. | would at this point like to thank tHegh Chamber for understanding the
most basic needs of the Ministry shown in work lwis year’s budget. Thanks to your
decisions we are enacting a new educational palitiye Ministry. Polish missions
abroad, for the first time in several years, agaoizing celebrations of our national
holidays while employment offers at Ministry no g@r evoke lukewarm responses, as
was the case even last year. The Foreign Ministayso beginning a new model of
cooperation with Polish experts and educationalrasdarch institutions.

I will present shortly a project to amend the regjoh for Foreign Service. Thanks to the
merging of the Foreign Ministry with the Office tife Committee for European
Integration after January 1, 2009, a new, modereign Ministry will be born. It will
embody a sorely needed synthesis of classical Mgy (concentrated on issues of
security and bilateral relations) and the uniquiepital resulting from the knowledge
about European cooperation, created in recent ygaise Office of the Committee for
European Integration.

The time of Poland’s integration with the EuropeanUnion has passedioday the
whole of Poland is in the European Union, the erddoiministration and every citizen.
That much greater must our competence in EU madtetour abilities to coordinate our
interests and initiatives be. | trust that the pecsive of the Polish EU Presidency will
enable us to carry out investments, which willuimtprovide us with new instruments
and a new image. The incumbent government begavoits with an immediate decision
to purchase a new headquarters for our represemtatBrussels, so that Poland, during
its EU Presidency, will have a headquarters comesgimg to its significance and position
in Europe. | am convinced that, unlike its predeoes this government will not need
another 10 years to build a new chancery in Belliis. my dream that in several years
the Polish budget will also allow us to build negadquarters for Polish missions in
Washington, Moscow and Kiev. We do not need castl#shuge entertaining spaces.
We need functional and secure offices, whose arctite and interior decor will serve as
testaments to Polish art of design and skKill.

| am aware of our responsibility to tax payers gr@lmoney they have entrusted us with
and therefore | will not miss an occasion to sawe rationalize our expenses. A more
modern and a more mobile diplomacy will allow foregefinition of the map of our
diplomatic presence in the world. | have alrea@dytsetl and will continue to revise both
the localizations of our outposts and the numbeliglbmats working there. I will not
allow the model of extensive Foreign Service totcwe. We should maintain our
missions only in regions where we currently haa igerests. We will also get rid of
wrongly chosen or useless real properties. Polaedsdiplomats more focused on
fulfilling pragmatically formulated tasks, operagifrom a smaller number of missions,
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but missions stronger as far as infrastructure gsience and communication are
concerned. We need fewer, but better rewarded rdigi®.

Mr. Speaker!
Honorable Members!

For a considerable number of Solidarity membess aithievements of the last 20 years
would have been considered a bold dream in the Basif all this and more turned out
to be actually possible, what could the next 20y®&ang? There seems to be a unique
opportunity for Poland to close the civilizatiomgp with Western Europe in the
upcoming decade. Today, the standard of livingalafd does not reach even half of that
of the most prosperous EU states, such as Gerriraayce, or Italy. However, if the
current pace of our economic growth is sustained,an the assumption that the highly
developed EU members stay at the present ratevefafgment, Poland has got a real
chance to come closer to those countries in the2@years. | will repeat what | said not
that long ago — it is worth planning for Poland &dope as early as today — a Poland
and Europe of our dreams.

We all wish for Polish foreign policy to contribuie the ever-greater prestige of our
Republic. Let's direct it even better to realizesttask then. And let’'s avoid making
Polish foreign policy a subject of internal partyideological arguments, more than is
necessary in a democracy. Let’s also feel respten&ibthe language of our debate, as
daring statements, even though addressed to tighRwoidience, very often quickly
acquire an international dimension.

Members of the Parliament!
Let me recall my 5 priorities:

- Poland strong in Europe, a patron and a promoter oEurope’s eastern policy

- Poland as a strong link in the North Atlantic Alliance

- Poland as an attractive brand: a country of succes embracing freedom and able to
share it

- Poland as a country supporting its diaspora, empeered by their vitality

- Polish diplomacy as an effective service

I am well aware that many in the audience mighttdesappointed that certain issues
have not been raised, or that this or that coums/not been mentioned. I'd like to
explain, that the choice of a problem based straatéithis statement, has unavoidably
resulted in certain important matters being lettfou further debate. Detailed positions
can be found in the “2008 Polish Foreign Policy Whraper”, a Council of Ministers
document with an important contribution from the$tdent of the Republic of Poland.

There are also issues that we all know about, buthich do not have to be revealed
to the world.
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Thank you for your attention. | am counting on yaanderstanding and | am asking the
High Sejm for its acceptance of this statementaputoval of the hereby put forward
plan of action.
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